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Figure 1

Soccer world championship Risk Matrix    Source: Prosegur Research, 2026. 

1. Executive Summary

From June 11 to July 19, the Soccer world championship 2026 will take place in

Mexico, the United States, and Canada, across the 16 host cities designated for

the event, which will feature 48 national teams.

During the event, which will draw large crowds to the host cities, there is a high

probability of threats related to crowd management and opportunistic crimes

(such as riots, the use of drones, and pickpocketing).

In crowded settings, travel is likely to be disrupted, resulting in delays for fans

and staff arriving at the stadiums.

There is a high likelihood of an increase in cyber scams involving phishing,

fraudulent websites, and match piracy, with the aim of stealing money and

credentials.

Due to the extensive media and social media coverage of the event, activist

groups are likely to carry out protests and acts of sabotage, thereby increasing

the media reach of their demands
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Figure 2

Event Security

Source: Prosegur Research, 2026. 

Travel

Congestion at public transportation

hubs and traffic disruptions on the way

to stadiums during games . 

Stands

Exposure of players and others to objects thrown by

fans. The use of flares and pyrotechnic devices inside

the stadium increases the riskof fire. 

Outer perimeter and fan zone

Fan behavior can affect event security , 

potentially leading to clashes with rival fans, 

trespassing , or unauthorized entry . Transportation

hubs, bars, and restaurants are locations where

such incidents frequently occur . 

Access control

At the entrances to the venue , 

incidents that disrupt the crowdõs

behavior ñsuch as arguments or

altercations ñare common , leading

to stampedes in crowded areas . 

Criminals take advantage of the

high density of people to commit

opportunistic crimes , such as theft

of wallets , cell phones , and 

credentials .

Drones

Drones pose a safety hazard when

pilots lose control of them , causing

them to crash into people , and 

they can be used for sabotage

and armed attacks when

equipped with jamming devices
and explosives
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2.1 Introduction to event security

The Soccer world championship 2026 will take place

from June 11 to July 19, with 48 national teams

competing against one another. The tournament will be

held in three host countries (see Figure 1), namely:

y Canada

y The United States (U.S.)

yMexico

The Soccer world championship is a major sporting event

that attracts large crowds; More than 6.5 million fans 

are expected to attend in the host countries, 1.24 million

of whom will travel to the United States, which is hosting

the tournamentôsfinal.

From the perspective of security at sporting events,

security can be compromised by the materialization of

threats directly linked to:

y The internal security context of the regions where

the event is taking place, such as exposure to extreme

weather events

y Event-specific characteristics, such as crowd

management at high-attendance events and

attendeesôvulnerability to theft and scams

Threats capable of compromising event security vary

in nature and origin, impacting both the physical and

cyber domains. In this regard, operations conducted

through digital channels (such as streaming platforms

and/or ticket sales platforms) increase the attack surface,

enabling threats originating from this domain.

Furthermore, the adoption of technology by society and

organized criminal groups gives rise to new emerging

threats, characterized by limited historical data and

varying impacts.

Furthermore, due to extensive coverage in both

traditional and digital media, as well as on social media,

the Championship amplifies the media reach of the

impact of threats once they materialize, resulting in

significant reputational damage.

Given these factors, event security must be identified and

managed using a hybrid approach aimed at anticipating

and mitigating threats, with the goal of ensuring the

continuity of the event and the safety of people, facilities,

and the assets they contain.

With this in mind, the following document aims to

provide an overview of security at the Soccer world

championship before, during, and after the event.
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2.2 Event location and participants

The following list (see Figure 3) identifies the 48 countries participating in the Soccer world championship, including both host and participating nations. Given the international

nature of the event, the governments of the host countries have made exceptions to travel restrictions for athletes, coaches, and event staff.

8

Figure 3

Countries participating in the

Soccer world championship

Source: Prosegur Research, 2026. Canada

U.S.

Mexico
Host country

Participating

country

Country/ territory not participating

Country subject to U.S. entry

restrictions
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https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/IN/PDF/IN12561/IN12561.2.pdf
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Figure 4

Event locations and points of interest

Source: Prosegur Research, 2026. 
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a. Mexico

1

2

3

b. U.S.

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12 13

14

c. Canada

15

16

1 Monterrey

Monterrey Stadium

2 Guadalajara

Guadalajara Stadium

3 México City (CDMX)

CDMX Stadium

4 Seattle

Seattle Stadium

6 Los Angeles

Los Angeles Stadium

5 San Francisco

San Francisco Bay 

Stadium

7 Houston

Houston Stadium

9 Kansas City

Kansas City Stadium

8 Dallas

Dallas Stadium

10 Atlanta

Atlanta Stadium

12 Philadelphia

Philadelphia Stadium

11 Miami

Miami Stadium

13
New York / New 
Jersey

New York Stadium

14 Boston

Boston Stadium

15 Vancouver

Vancouver Stadium

16 Toronto

Toronto Stadium

Host city in Mexico

Host city in the U.S.

Host city in Canada

States/provinces where the national 

teams are staying

Game stage
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